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obhert G. Mondavi
— e Yd-year-old
Mapa Valley vision-

ary who put California
wing on dinnes tables
around the world — died
peacelully al o carly

Friday morning. Mon-

davi iz widely credited with being
the driving Force babind Napa Val-
ley's propulsion o the op of the
wie workd, a place where great
grapes are grown and wises made,
and where the industry thrives Prior
io Mondavi launching his own winery
and brand an 1966, Amencan wines
were considersd cheap imitations of
those produced in Bordeaux, Burgundy
aid odher long-established winegrow-
ing regions of the world.

Mvwvare of the potential of the local sun-
.‘\.|II:I!I-|!|1.'-I.| terrode, vintiver Mondavi was a
tireless pronwder of tse MNapa YWalley and
developed a reputation For consistent,
high-quality. Starting Robert Mondavi
Winery as a small, preminm operation, he
and lnis Family baalt cne of the largest, mos
respecied winseries in the [oited States,
producing more than S00U00 cases of
quality wime vareles per year

Even as he slowly walked into a new
mallennivm, Bob Mondavi remained a
player on e world stage of wine.

Hiz wine empire sold off to the highest
hdder when be was W1, Mondaovt vowed "o
start oner.”

Teaming up with som Tim, daughter Mar-
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cig md his wife, Margrit, Robert Mondayvd
dad _i|1'\-l that — '|i||,1|||.;|1|||J__' the Contimum
wine brand, which had as Dt release m il
spring of JO0H.

Wine on the world stage

Mondavi earmed the respect of the world as
n svmbol of Mapa Valley premiom wines, as
one of the world's leading innovators, pro-
dincers and marketers of fse winse,

Driven bey lois belbal that he conld produce
workl-class wines here, Mondavi launched
has oo wine beand at age 53

Born June 1%, 1913, m Vingmaa, Minn, o
parems who emigrted from the Banche
region of Tualy, Fobert wis lasgely infloenced
by CHd World irsditions.

“My passion for bringing wine mio the

American cubture was motivated by a desire
Tcs j'-']ill'll -,Iw-r- e fhe soal of our VOLAIE CoMn-
Iy the same Valies, dhDons and -.|:|1|1.,I
|'|||.':L1I.Ir|.'H that my medher and father had
brought with them Froim central Ttaly: god
foced, pood wine ad love of Family,” Mon-
diwi wrote in his 1958 anobiography, *Har-
wogds of Joy,™

Momdava's passion unarguably sparkiad a
revolution in e Amencan food asd wine
CRpETIEnCG,

A 1936 gmduate of Stanford  Lniversity
willi a degree o econumKs anel  Fuasiiess
admimsiration, Mondavi anderstood  tha
marketing was as crifical as winemaking
experiss in ochieving succesg in the wine

Sea LEGEND, Page A2

‘We lost our leader’

Ry H:'!!J.’-.‘ r .'|.I':|:|:|l

erbor, remed, amd ahove
all, ambassador. Theose
are qush a few of the

rodes Bobert Moncavi plasyed as

o who siarled the modern er
ol wamemaking 1 Calilorn
and Mapa Valley. He had the
visiom and was  determaned.
There were other ||._-..|||._- W
ke :'.'u-ll wines bail he Wwas
convineed he was going
miake armong the best wines Lhe
workd. .. He amed al a much
hugher place than anyone al the
T,

B lesd a movement thal mrmed a [T
sleepy Larmang  valley norlh ol
San Francisco inlo ome of the
premigre wine regions of the
world

{in.';-_c.'\-l'.'. who worked [or
Mondavi for 14 wears amd =
now president of Tackson Fame-

“His legacy iz the NMapa Val-
by, sawd Clay Ciregory, a Dor-
mier generial manager ab Koberl
Mlondav Winery, “He was the

Ses LEADER, Page A3

ROBERT MONDAVI TIMELINE

Rohert Mandavi,
woined ar Auction
Mapa Valley
L] I'-:.' sieveral
family members,
The women in
the forefront
nclude, from lek
tar right, Grand
-'|.|l_|:_:|':r|'r Chiara
Mondavi, grand-
daughter Canssa
Mondavi and
wife Margrit
Biever Mondavi

Ragiiter File Flake

1913

Borm in Wieginia, Minn., to Rosa and
Ceasars Mondsyi on June 18

1921
Family ralocatas 10 Lodi, Caliornia

1936

Robert graduates from Staniord Uni-
Wersily, warks Tor Sunny Hill Wisery s
51 Hedana

1940

Marries Marorte Declusin
1943

Som Michzel Maondavi borm
1943

Roberis falber Cesars buys Charles
Krug Winsry, instructs sone Pefer and
Rabert to rum it together

Dwsghier Manci Moendayi bam

Som Tim Mondasi born

Robart and Paler g2 in allarcation over
roles, dirsction of winsry

Robart Mondavi fired from Krug. In
July, Robert Mondavi Winsry opens,
first mew wimery in Mapa Valley since
Prohibition

Sells first Robert Mondavl wing
Ghanin Blang is 52 a boftla

Itroduces 1866 Fumé Blanc

Mondavi Summar Music Festival &
launched

Robert sues family over Krug dispute
family latar cownter-suas

Infroduces Great Chefs of France pro-
frarm. Family Rwsail ends with wicon
far Robart

1874

Dirorces Marjork Declusin Monda
Forms partnership with Baron Philipps
de Rotchechild fo launch Opus Ons
Wimery, Launches Woadbridge winery
in Lodi

Miarries Margrit Blewer

Saudis don't give

the night answer
Sawdi Arabia didn’t
geactly tall Presidant
Bush no. But it surs
didm’l say yes, sithar.
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Helps foumd Mapa Valley Wine Auction
now Auction Mapa Valley

1968

Launches “Misskon Program" to edu-
cate public about wine conswmitian

199
Qpens Qpus One Winerny

Takes Fobaert Mondeel Winery public
lists an NASDAQ

1995

Jalnt wenture with Frascobaldl wine-
making family of tak

Insrests in Chilean viine ViREVards

Measure will get view on gay marriage

Oil sets record near $128 a barrel

Pubishes biography, “Harvests of Jay”

Opening of Copla: The American Can-
ter for Food, Wime and the Ars, in
Mapa, which Robert founded. Long-
standing #ftart to oblain vineyandwWin-
&y In Languedes reglon of Francs falls

Sleps down from Robert Mondavi
‘Winery board of directors

Mandavi winary sold to Constellation
Brands for $1.36 billion

May 16, 2008
Mandavl dles quigtly at homa
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